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Student Visa Guide For Ireland  
Essential Information for International Students 

 
TYPES OF IRISH STUDY VISAS 

1.​ Study 'C' Visa (Short Stay) 
○​ Purpose: For courses less than 90 days 
○​ Duration: Maximum 90 days 
○​ Requirements: Course enrollment, financial proof, return travel 

arrangements 
○​ Key Feature: Cannot be extended beyond 90 days or converted to 

long-term 
2.​ Study 'D' Visa (Long Stay) 

○​ Purpose: For academic programs exceeding 90 days 
○​ Duration: Multiple entry, allows initial entry only 
○​ Requirements: Acceptance letter, financial proof, private health insurance 
○​ Key Feature: Must register with immigration authorities after arrival for 

residence permission 
3.​ Third Level Graduate Programme 

○​ Purpose: For graduates of Irish higher education institutions 
○​ Duration: Up to 24 months depending on qualification level 
○​ Requirements: Honors bachelor's degree or higher from Irish institution 
○​ Key Feature: Allows graduates to work full-time and seek long-term 

employment 
4.​ Language and Non-Degree Programme 

○​ Purpose: For students attending English language or short vocational 
courses 

○​ Duration: Up to 8 months 
○​ Requirements: Enrollment in recognized program with minimum 15 hours 

weekly 
○​ Key Feature: Limited to maximum 8 months stay, restricted work rights 

Note: EU/EEA and Swiss nationals do not need visas to study in Ireland 
 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
To qualify for an Irish Student Visa, you must: 

1.​ Have academic admission 
○​ Acceptance letter from an Irish institution on the Interim List of Eligible 

Programmes (ILEP) 
○​ For degree programs: Full-time course leading to qualification recognized 

by Irish Department of Education 
○​ For language courses: Minimum 15 hours per week at ILEP-listed school 

2.​ Meet financial requirements 
○​ Demonstrate access to at least €7,000 per year beyond tuition fees 
○​ Evidence of tuition payment or at least first installment 
○​ Bank statements showing funds for at least 6 months 
○​ Detailed explanation of source of funds 
○​ Sponsorship letter if applicable with supporting financial documents 
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3.​ Health insurance coverage 
○​ Comprehensive private medical insurance valid in Ireland 
○​ Coverage must include emergency medical and hospital care 
○​ Insurance must be obtained before arrival in Ireland 
○​ University-provided insurance is acceptable if comprehensive 

4.​ English language proficiency 
○​ IELTS score appropriate to program requirements (typically 6.0-6.5) 
○​ TOEFL or other recognized English proficiency tests also accepted 
○​ Some programs require higher scores (7.0+) 
○​ Native English speakers may be exempt with proper documentation 

5.​ Academic requirements 
○​ Previous qualifications equivalent to Irish standards 
○​ Undergraduate: High school completion equivalent to Irish Leaving 

Certificate 
○​ Postgraduate: Bachelor's degree or equivalent 
○​ Academic transcripts with good academic standing 

6.​ Valid passport 
○​ Valid for at least 12 months beyond intended period of stay 
○​ At least 2 blank pages for visa stamps 

 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Step-by-Step Guide 

1.​ Academic admission 
○​ Research institutions on Education in Ireland 
○​ Apply directly to institutions or through their online portals 
○​ Receive formal letter of acceptance 

2.​ Prepare visa application 
○​ Create account on AVATS (Online Application System) 
○​ Complete the online application form 
○​ Pay the non-refundable application fee (approximately €60-100) 
○​ Print application summary sheet 

3.​ Compile supporting documents 
○​ Letter of acceptance from recognized Irish institution 
○​ Evidence of tuition fees payment 
○​ Bank statements showing required funds 
○​ Proof of private health insurance 
○​ Academic transcripts and certificates 
○​ English language proficiency certificates 
○​ Passport (valid with at least one year remaining) 
○​ Passport-sized photographs (meeting requirements) 
○​ Detailed study plan explaining course choice and career plans 
○​ CV/resume and evidence of employment history (if applicable) 
○​ Proof of accommodation arrangements in Ireland (if available) 
○​ Previous visa refusals from any country (if applicable) 
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4.​ Submit application and biometrics 
○​ Submit documents to nearest Irish Embassy/Consulate or Visa 

Application Centre 
○​ Attend biometric appointment if required (fingerprints) 
○​ Retain proof of submission and tracking information 

5.​ Wait for processing 
○​ Processing times typically 4-8 weeks (may vary seasonally) 
○​ Track application status online through AVATS 
○​ Be available for additional information requests 

6.​ Receive visa decision 
○​ If approved, visa sticker placed in passport 
○​ Verify all details on the visa are correct 
○​ If refused, reasons will be provided with possibility of appeal 

7.​ After arrival in Ireland 
○​ Register with the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 

within 90 days 
○​ Obtain Irish Residence Permit (IRP) card (€300 fee) 
○​ Register with local Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) 
○​ Open Irish bank account 
○​ Register with institution and attend orientation 

 
MAINTAINING STATUS & COMPLIANCE 
Immigration Registration Requirements 
As a non-EEA student in Ireland, you must: 

●​ Register with immigration authorities within 90 days of arrival 
●​ Pay the registration fee (€300) for Irish Residence Permit (IRP) 
●​ Maintain minimum 85% attendance rate in all classes 
●​ Make satisfactory academic progress 
●​ Not engage in employment beyond permitted hours 
●​ Maintain valid health insurance throughout stay 
●​ Renew IRP before expiration 
●​ Inform immigration of address changes within 48 hours 
●​ Not access public funds or social welfare benefits 

 
Work Opportunities 

●​ During term time: 
○​ Up to 20 hours per week for all full-time students 
○​ Must be registered with GNIB and have valid IRP 

●​ During vacation periods: 
○​ Up to 40 hours per week during official holidays 
○​ Christmas (December 15 - January 15) 
○​ Summer (June 1 - September 30) 

●​ Post-Study Work Rights: 
○​ Third Level Graduate Programme: 

■​ Level 8 (Bachelor's): 12 months 
■​ Level 9 (Master's): 24 months 
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■​ Level 10 (PhD): 24 months 
○​ Full work permission during this period 
○​ Must apply before student permission expires 

 
Academic Requirements 

●​ Maintain minimum 85% attendance 
●​ Complete required examinations and assignments 
●​ Show academic progression 
●​ Attend all mandatory sessions 
●​ Follow institution's academic integrity policies 

 
HEALTHCARE & INSURANCE 
Health Insurance Requirements 

●​ Mandatory Private Health Insurance 
○​ Required for visa and immigration registration 
○​ Must cover emergency medical treatment and hospitalization 
○​ Minimum coverage amount typically €25,000 

●​ Insurance Providers: 
○​ Irish providers: VHI, Laya Healthcare, Irish Life Health 
○​ International student policies: StudyandProtect, Expatriate Healthcare 
○​ University-provided options (inquire with international office) 

●​ Healthcare System Navigation: 
○​ General Practitioners (GPs) are first point of contact 
○​ GP visit costs €50-80 without medical card 
○​ Emergency room visit without referral: €100 
○​ Prescription medicines have separate charges 
○​ University health centers offer reduced rates for students 

 
Public Health Services 

●​ Hospital Services: 
○​ Emergency treatment always provided regardless of insurance 
○​ Public hospitals available but waiting times can be long 
○​ Insurance may allow access to private hospitals 

●​ Mental Health Support: 
○​ University counseling services (free/subsidized) 
○​ HSE (Health Service Executive) mental health services 
○​ Text About It crisis text line: 50808 

 
IRISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 
Institution Types 

●​ Universities 
○​ Research-focused institutions 
○​ Tuition: €10,000-25,000 annually for non-EU students 
○​ Include: Trinity College Dublin, University College Dublin, etc. 
○​ Degrees at Bachelor's, Master's, and Doctoral levels 
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●​ Technological Universities 
○​ Practice-oriented education with industry links 
○​ Tuition: €9,000-15,000 annually for non-EU students 
○​ Include: Technological University Dublin, Munster Technological 

University, etc. 
○​ Strong focus on applied sciences and technology 

●​ Institutes of Technology 
○​ Career-focused education 
○​ Tuition: €9,000-15,000 annually for non-EU students 
○​ Programs in technology, business, science, and arts 

●​ Private Colleges 
○​ Specialized education in specific fields 
○​ Higher tuition fees: €10,000-30,000 annually 
○​ More flexible entry requirements in some cases 

 
Academic Calendar & Structure 

●​ Semester System: 
○​ First semester: September to December 
○​ Second semester: January to May 
○​ Examination periods: December and May 
○​ Summer break: June to August 

●​ Degree Structure: 
○​ Ordinary Bachelor's (Level 7): 3 years 
○​ Honours Bachelor's (Level 8): 3-4 years 
○​ Master's (Level 9): 1-2 years 
○​ PhD (Level 10): 3-4 years 

●​ National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ): 
○​ Comprehensive 10-level framework 
○​ All qualifications mapped to specific levels 
○​ Recognized throughout Europe via Bologna Process 

 
ACCOMMODATION & LIVING COSTS 
Accommodation Options 

●​ University Accommodation 
○​ On-campus: €4,000-8,000 per academic year 
○​ Limited availability; apply early 
○​ Usually includes utilities and internet 
○​ Most suitable for first-year students 

●​ Private Student Accommodation 
○​ Purpose-built student residences: €7,000-14,000 per academic year 
○​ All-inclusive packages with amenities 
○​ Located near universities 
○​ Providers: Uninest, Aparto, Yugo, etc. 

●​ Private Rentals 
○​ Shared houses/apartments: €450-800 per month 
○​ Studio/one-bedroom: €900-1,800 per month 
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○​ Additional costs for utilities 
○​ Find through Daft.ie, Rent.ie, or letting agencies 
○​ Requires security deposit (typically 1 month's rent) 

●​ Homestay 
○​ Living with Irish family: €180-250 per week 
○​ Often includes meals 
○​ Good for cultural immersion and language practice 
○​ More common for short-term programs 

 
Cost of Living 

●​ Dublin: 
○​ Accommodation: €700-1,800 per month 
○​ Food: €250-350 per month 
○​ Transportation: €120 per month (Student Leap Card) 
○​ Utilities: €100-150 per month 
○​ Phone/Internet: €40-60 per month 
○​ Books/Materials: €70 per month 
○​ Social activities: €200 per month 
○​ Total: €1,480-2,730 per month 

●​ Other Cities (Cork, Galway, Limerick): 
○​ Approximately 15-30% lower than Dublin 
○​ Total: €1,100-2,000 per month 

 
Banking & Finance 

●​ Opening a Bank Account: 
○​ Required documents: passport, IRP card, proof of address, student ID 
○​ Major banks: Bank of Ireland, AIB, Ulster Bank, permanent tsb 
○​ Student accounts usually have no monthly fees 
○​ Mobile banking widely available 

●​ Money Management: 
○​ Debit cards accepted everywhere 
○​ Cash still useful for small businesses 
○​ Consider TransferWise/Revolut for international transfers 
○​ Set up direct debits for regular bills 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

●​ Public Transport: 
○​ Dublin: DART, Luas, and extensive bus network 
○​ Regional cities: Local bus services 
○​ Intercity: Irish Rail and Bus Éireann 
○​ Student Leap Card offers approximately 30% discount 
○​ Annual Student Leap Card cost: €10-15 

●​ Cycling: 
○​ Bike-sharing schemes in major cities 
○​ Dublin Bikes annual subscription: €25 
○​ Second-hand bicycles from €100-300 
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○​ Dedicated cycle lanes in major cities 
●​ Driving: 

○​ International license valid for 12 months 
○​ Insurance costly for international students 
○​ Drive on the left side 
○​ Car rental requires minimum age 25 typically 

 
CULTURAL ADAPTATION 
Irish Culture 

●​ Friendly and welcoming attitude 
●​ Strong emphasis on conversation and storytelling 
●​ Importance of "craic" (fun, entertainment, enjoyable conversation) 
●​ Pub culture as social meeting place (not just about alcohol) 
●​ Politeness and indirect communication style 
●​ Strong sense of local community 

Academic Culture 
●​ Independent learning expected 
●​ Critical thinking emphasized over memorization 
●​ Informal relationship with lecturers compared to some countries 
●​ Active participation in discussions valued 
●​ Continuous assessment alongside final examinations 
●​ Heavy emphasis on original work and avoiding plagiarism 

Integration Tips 
●​ Join student societies and clubs 
●​ Participate in international student meetups 
●​ Attend university orientation and welcome events 
●​ Explore Ireland beyond your city of study 
●​ Engage with locals beyond the university 
●​ Consider volunteering opportunities 

 
HELPFUL RESOURCES 
Official Resources 

●​ Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
●​ Education in Ireland 
●​ Qualifications and Quality Ireland 
●​ Higher Education Authority 
●​ Department of Justice 

 
Student Support Services 

●​ International offices at universities and colleges 
●​ Student union advice centers 
●​ Irish Council for International Students: www.icosirl.ie 

 
Emergency Contacts 

●​ Emergency Services: 112 or 999 
●​ Garda (Police) Non-Emergency: 01 666 3445 
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●​ HSE Health Information Line: 1850 24 1850 
●​ 24/7 Crisis Text Line: Text HELLO to 50808 
●​ Samaritans Helpline: 116 123 

 
Note: This guide is for informational purposes only. Requirements and procedures may 
change over time. Always verify current information with official sources before 
proceeding with your application. 
Sources: Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), Education in Ireland, 
Department of Justice, Higher Education Authority, Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI) 
 
Last Updated: May 2025 
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